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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Albert C. Metrailer on 05/09/05. 

3. Claims 1 , 6-1 2, 1 4, f8-1 9, and 21-22 have been amended as follows: 

1 . (Currently amended) A public switched telephone network service control point 
comprising: 

a first subsystem; 

a second subsystem; 

a signaling system seven (887) control module coupled to the first subsystem 
and the second subsystem, the module receiving an outbound signaling system seven 
fSS7) message from the first subsystem and, if the destination for the outbound 
message Is the second subsystem, internallv convertino the outbound message to an 
inbound signaling system seven (SS7)- messaae and internallv routing the inbound 
signaling system seven (887) message to the second subsvstem: 

whereby, the outbound message from the first subsystem is routed to the second 
subsvstem without being routed over a sionalina system seven (SS7) network . 



Application/Control Number: 10/034,898 
Art Unit: 2642 



Pages 



6. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network service control 
point of Claim 1 wherein: 

the signaling system seven fSS7) control module checks the destination of the 
outbound message and then internallv converts the message into an inbound message. 

7. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network service control 
point of Claim 6 wherein: 

the signaling svstem seven (SS7) control module checks the destination of the 
outbound message by checking the destination signaling point code contained in the 
outbound message. 

8. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network service control 
point of Claim 1 further comprising: 

a memory storing an inbound signaling system seven (SS7) message. 

9. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network service control 
point of Claim 1 further comprising; 

a computer processor in which said first and second subsystems and said 
signaling system seven (SS7) control module operate. 

10. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network service control 
point of Claim 1 further comprising; 

a first computer processor in which said first subsystem and said signaling 
system seven (SS7) control module operate, and 

a second computer processor in which said second subsystem and said 
signaling system seven (SS7) control module operate. 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A public switched telephone network comprising: 
a plurality of s ervice control pefnt s point , 

a plurality of subsystems operating in each the service control point, and 
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means for internally routing an outbound signaling system seven (SS7) message 
from a first subsystems in a-the service control point to etf ^a second subsystems in 
the same service control point , the second system being designated as a destination 

subsystem in the outbound message, without routing the outbound signaling system 
seven (SS7) message over a signaling system seven (SS7) network . 

12. (Currently amended) The public switched telephone network according to Claim 
11 wherein: 

said subsystems residing in eaeh-the service control point are selected to 
maximize the likelihood that outbound signaling system seven (SS7) messages from a 
subsystem will have another subsystem in the same service control point as the 
destination subsystem. 

1 3. (Original) The public switched telephone network according to Claim 12 further 
comprising: 

a 91 1 service subsystem and a position determining entity subsystem residing at 
the same service control point. 

14. (Currently amended) A method for managing signaling system seven (SS7) 
messages in a public switched telephone network service control point having a plurality 
of subsystems comprising: 

checking the destination subsystem identified in an outbound signaling system 
seven (SS7) message and, if the destination subsystem resides in the same service 
control point, internally rerouting the message to the destination subsystem without 
routing the outbound signaling system seven (SS7) message over a signaling system 
seven (SS7) network . 

16. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 14 further comprising: 
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comparing the signaling point code of the destination subsystem to the signaling 
point code of the subsystem sending the outbound message. 

17. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 16 further comprising: 
using a routing table to determine the signaling point code of the outbound 

message based on the subsystem number of the destination subsystem. 

18. (Currently amended) The method of Claim 14 further comprising: 
internally converting the outbound message to an inbound message. 

19. (Currently amended) A method for managing signaling system seven (SS7) 
messages in a public switched telephone network service control point having at least 
two subsystems comprising: 

coupling an inbound signaling svstem seven (SS7) message to a memorv in the 
service control point a nd to a first subsystem in the same service control point 
designated as the destination subsystem in the inbound message, 

processing said inbound signaling system seven (SS7) message with said first 
subsystem and updating the message stored in said memory to include the results of 
said processing, aR4 

using the stored and updated message to send an outbound signaling system 
seven (SS7) message from said first subsystem in the service control point to a second 
subsyste m, and 

comparing the network location of said first subsystem to the network location of 

said second subsystem, and if said locations are the same, internally routing said 
outbound signaling system seven (SS7) message to said second subsystem without 
routing the outbound signaling system seven (SS7) message over a signaling system 
seven (SS7) network . 

21 . (Currently amended) The method of Claim 20-1 9 further comprising: 
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using a routing table to identify the signaling point code of said second 
subsystem. 

22. (Currently annended) The method of Claim 2^1 9 further comprising: 
internally converting said outbound message to an inbound message. 
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